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At his funeral in the Blair Atholl Kirk on 13 September 2016, 
a card from the Queen stood on Major Alastair Munro’s coffin. 
She had not been informed that Alastair had died nine days 
before his 100th birthday.

His was a remarkable life. He was born in New Zealand 
where his mother endured a three-day journey on horseback 
to hospital in Masterton, and another three days back to the 
humble family farm. 

The family returned to their farm in Morayshire when 
Alastair was only three. He joined the Royal Artillery in 
the mid-1930s and progressed from Bombadier in 1938 to 
Major in 1944. These promotions were a tribute to Alastair’s 
competence and leadership skills – skills that he continued 
to show after the war as one of the factors for the vast Atholl 
Estates based at Blair Castle.

In the last year of the war in Burma he was shot in the right 
arm and spent months in various hospitals in both England 
and Scotland. It was at this time that he met his wife Mollie, 
who was one of his nurses. 

Unfortunately his arm had to be amputated and thereafter 
he used a claw or hook and had to shoot with a special rest, but 
he remained proficient with both rifle and shotgun.

When Alastair came to Blair Atholl he joined the fullbore 
and smallbore rifle clubs. He was secretary of the smallbore 
club for 21 years, and subsequently Chair and Vice President 
of the club. 

He organised three very successful Scottish national 
smallbore meetings in the spacious castle grounds at Blair. He 
only stopped shooting smallbore in his 96th year.

He was elected to the fullbore committee in 1953, became 
Chairman from 1958 to 1991 and remained on the committee 
for 63 years.

He did more for fullbore target shooting in Scotland than 
any other Scot has. At a time when military and other ranges 
were closing he was instrumental in setting up the magnificent 
Jubilee range in Glen Tilt in 1977, designing and supervising 
it. The Duke’s instruction to Alastair was to find land that 
would never be built on, and would never have a road run 
through it. The six-target range was originally confined to 
1,000 yards but now extends back to 1,233 yards. Many 
visiting Australians and Canadians, stunned by its spectacular 
setting, have asked to roll it up and take it home.

As chairman of West Atholl, he encouraged the Scottish 
police to hold their championships on the Jubilee range and 
the event has continued since 1982. He encouraged Canadians 
from British Columbia and Australia to visit and lasting 
friendships were formed. He was keen to fire a cannon to mark 
the arrival of the team from British Columbia in 1979. He took 
some bad advice on the amount of powder required to fire one 
of the cannons at Blair. The ensuing explosion produced noise 
and smoke and 14 broken windows in the castle. Alastair was 
meant to be in charge of castle property!

Alastair was a regular visitor to Bisley and won many cups 
and medals. He captained Scotland for three years in the 
National and MacKinnon, but what we should remember him 
for is the encouragement, training and guidance he gave so 
readily to so many Scottish shooters. He took the first Scottish 
team abroad to the Channel Islands and then to Canada in 
1979. He pushed for the installation of electronic targets at 
Blair, and for the last eight years they have been a tremendous 
success with visiting shooters. 

Alastair was predeceased by his wife Mollie. He decided that, 
as he was in his 90s, he needed to get a house in the village so 
that he could walk to the village shop, when and if his driving 
license was not renewed. He did not need to pay any stamp 
duty on the purchase of his house as he was a first time buyer 
– and his driving licence 
was always renewed! In 
the last few years he has 
been cared for devotedly 
by his son John, first 
in the village cottage 
and later in the cottage 
hospital at Pitlochry, 
where he was known as 
‘the Major’.

“A gentleman and a 
hero to the end.”
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