
CHANGES TO SAFETY PROCEDURES AND SOME OTHER RULES. 

Along with the latest edition of the NRA Handbook, a revised version of Bisley Range Safety 
Regulations has been issued.  While some changes are purely administrative or to remove 
anomalies, there are others that directly affect conduct on the range.  This note is an informal 
explanation of the more important changes.  PLEASE READ the underlying documents, which can be 
found at: 

http://www.nra.org.uk/common/asp/general/downloads.asp?site=NRA&category=15 

The text below concerns changes to: 

• Terminology regarding range supervisory personnel 
• The status of safety rules 
• Unload and inspection drills 
• Radio code messages 
• Indiscriminate firing 
• Dangerous and Downloaded Ammunition 
• Muzzle Brakes, Benches and Black Powder 
• Disciplinary Procedures and Penalties 

 
Range Supervision 

 The requirement to have a qualified Range Conducting Officer is a military one.  Operators of 
private ranges may impose such a requirement if they wish; there is no compulsion to do so.  
Therefore, at paragraph 108 of the Handbook, on page 59, we have inserted the following 
definitions: 

108    Whenever live firing takes place on a range, one individual is allocated the 
responsibility of supervising the activity to ensure that it is conducted safely and in 
accordance with applicable rules and indicates acceptance of this responsibility by 
signing an agreement to do so. That individual is conventionally known as the Range 
Officer (RO), or if responsible for such a large or varied activity that assistance is 
required, the Chief Range Officer (CRO), with a number of ROs under his command. 
A Safety Supervisor (SS) assists an RO by close supervision of one or two shooters 
during a specific practice. An RCO (Range Conducting Officer) is a person who holds 
a formal qualification from a recognised authority to supervise live firing within limits 
specified. The RCO is the responsible person holding such a qualification who is 
supervising live firing on a range where such a qualification is required to do so. 

The corresponding terminology has changed throughout the Handbook and Range Regulations.  At 
Bisley, the Senior Ranges Supervisor on duty is regarded as the CRO if no CRO is formally appointed.  
It follows that ROs supervising Clubs or other groups at Bisley place themselves under his command 
for the duration of their duty. 

Safety Rules 

The Safety Rules in the Handbook (which are largely reproduced in Bisley Range Safety Regulations) 
have moved from Section 63 which dealt with competitive shooting to Section 52  - General Rules – 
to reflect their applicability at all times when shooting “under NRA rules”.   

 

 



Unload and Inspection Drills 

The unload and inspection drills have been substantially rewritten.  The reason is to bring 
consistency to the application of the “bolts out” rule.  The prone deliberate disciplines are now 
routinely shot with rifles with very small loading ports where careful inspection is required to ensure 
the firearm is clear.  Given the way that such events are organised, we wish to retain the system of 
participants checking each other’s firearms.  Since such checks may be carried out by comparatively 
inexperienced shooters and inevitably by people who are not there purely to enforce safety 
standards, the procedure has to be simple and fail-safe.  Consequently, in such circumstances we 
require the bolt to be removed from the rifle for inspection.  In disciplines where all participants 
complete the course of fire at essentially the same time, firearms are normally inspected by a range 
official acting for the (C)RO.  That official will have been selected because he has the qualification or 
experience to carry out the task correctly and will have safety as his only concern.  In those 
circumstances we accept that the inspection may be carried out satisfactorily without removing the 
bolt from the firearm.  Thus, for instance, in a CSR event with both modern straight-pull and historic 
bolt-action firearms, the RO may inspect all firearms on the firing line without requiring the bolt-
action users to remove the bolt.  Having made that distinction, the revised rule also allows shooters 
who cannot meet the “bolts-out” requirement to have their firearm inspected by their RO.  The 
actual inspection procedure has changed very little, and is at paragraph 122c.  There is a 
considerable amount of surrounding text to define terms and allocate responsibilities.  PLEASE READ 
the new rule with care: 

122 Inspection of Firearms and Magazines 
a Firer’s responsibilities  
The firer is responsible for ensuring both that his firearm is clear and that it is 
independently inspected in accordance with this rule before it is removed from the 
firing point. The action of “unloading” in this rule requires that, before inspection, 
such of the following actions as are possible for the firearm type have been carried 
out: 

i Safety catch applied. 
ii Magazine removed. 
iii Integral magazine / cylinder emptied. 
iv Chamber and action cleared of rounds, misfires and empty cases.  
v Working parts fully open and locked. 

The formal unload procedure for a Service Weapon may require additional steps after 
the inspection. Any firer who fails to present his firearm for inspection whether called 
to do so or not, or who presents his firearm for inspection in an unsafe condition, may 
be considered as “acting in a way that might prove dangerous” and be dealt with as in 
Para 546. 
b Person Designated to inspect  
The responsibility to carry out inspections falls to a specific individual. By default, 
the inspection should be carried out by the CRO or a member of the range staff to 
whom the CRO delegates the responsibility. The following concessions are permitted, 
subject to any overriding instruction by the CRO or range staff: 

i In a team event where a coach is present on the firing point, the coach may carry 
out the inspection.  

ii In individual competition, or in team competition if no coach is present, the 
register keeper may carry out the inspection. 

iii Individuals outside competition may have their firearm inspected by any person 
sharing range space with them. 



In all cases where a concession is invoked, the person inspecting must look down the 
barrel from the breech end and observe that the action and chamber are clear, and the 
firer must dismantle the firearm to the extent necessary to permit such observation. It 
remains the firer’s responsibility to ensure that the person inspecting does so.  
c Procedure  
On the conclusion of a shoot or stage, or on the order of the (C)RO, all firers must:  

i unload their firearm and inspect the chamber, action, boltface and magazine (if 
one is fitted) to ensure that the firearm is clear,  

ii if requesting inspection by a person other than the CRO or a range official, 
dismantle their firearm to the extent necessary to permit a clear view through 
the chamber and barrel,  

iii present their firearm to the designated person on the firing point and have them 
inspect and confirm that the firearm is clear,  

iv for a Service Weapon complete the unload in accordance with the current 
Service procedure,  

v either keep the bolt removed or insert a breech flag (or both) for any bolt-action 
rifle, or carry out the equivalent procedure for other firearms (which may 
include casing in accordance with GR&P procedure)  

before leaving the firing point and before anyone goes forward of the firing point.  
d Comment  
The practical results of the above rule are that any firearm other than a bolt-action or 
break-action firearm should for simplicity be inspected by the CRO or an official on 
his behalf, and that if a firer requires a bolt-action firearm to be inspected by anyone 
other than the CRO or an official on his behalf, the firer must remove the bolt.  

 

Radio Code Messages 

The radio code messages have been rationalised.  Message 6 and 8, which used to deal with scoring 
issues in rapid / snapshooting competitions, have been replaced with a message enabling a 
challenge for a second shot on the target and a message checking for two shots in a similar position 
ie to resolve the uncertainty when the act of marking the target has been missed and the new shot is 
so close to the position of the previous one as to cause uncertainty as to whether the target has 
been marked.  These correspond very closely with the messages specified in ICFRA rules for World 
Championship events. The Messages beyond Message 10 have been rearranged to include the old 
Messages 6 and 8 at 13 and 14. 

RADIO CODE MESSAGES 
The following code messages should be used for communication between Range 
Officers and the butts. The target number(s) will be given, followed by the message 
number, viz: 
Message  
0  Raise sighting targets (Para 279).  
1  Firing about to commence.  
2  No spotting disc visible.  
3  Spotting disc unmistakably disagrees with signalled value. Check that the 

spotting disc shows the last shot and that the panel signals its correct 
value* (Para 316). The Range Officer is to view the target before passing 
the message.  



4  A shot has been fired but no signal has been made. Examine target 
carefully and signal the shot, if found, or a miss* (Para 317).  

5  Firer has challenged for a higher value for his shot. Examine the whole 
target and signal the correct value* (Para 319).  

6  It is suspected that there is a second shot on the target. Inspect the target 
for a second shot. If found mark and signal both shots. If not leave the 
spotting disc in the original hole.*  

7  A miss has been signalled but firer has challenged for a scoring shot. Re-
examine the target carefully and signal the shot, if found, or a miss* (Para 
318).  

8  The spotting disc appears not to have moved. Butt Officer is to consult 
marker and confirm that the spotting disc is in the latest shot hole. If 
successive shots have been very close to each other the RO to be advised 
accordingly*.  

9  Marking/shooting appears to be unduly slow. Butt Officer/Range Officer 
to check and correct where necessary.  

10  Stand easy. Half-mast target.  
11  Blow off shots are about to be fired. Ensure that all targets are fully 

lowered until Message 1 is given.  
12  Stand easy. Lower target, patch out and put target back up.  
13  Radio the number of hits as score board figures are not clear.  
14  Firer has challenged his score. Re-examine the target and show the correct 

number and value of the shots* (Para 332). 
* The result must also be confirmed by radio. 

Muzzle Brakes, Benches and Black Powder 
 
A new rule has been inserted in Range Safety Regulations: 
 

Additional Limits on Black Powder Firearms, Muzzle Brakes and Tables / 
Benches  
Firers who wish to use Black Powder firearms or muzzle brakes or who wish to shoot 
from a table or bench should inform the Range Office at the time of booking so that 
appropriate separation on the firing point can be planned. Any firer who does not give 
advance notice of such requirement may find that proximity of other firers prevents 
their desired activity. 

 
Dangerous and Downloaded Ammunition 

The rules regarding dangerous ammunition have been simplified, in that reference to most modern 
large calibre ammunition being prohibited has been removed.  Such ammunition in any case falls 
foul of the 7000J muzzle energy limit and remains prohibited.  Although there is no general calibre 
limitation at Bisley, .338” LM ammunition remains prohibited because the ricochet characteristics 
can cause the available Air Danger Height to be exceeded.  At Bisley, all downloaded ammunition is 
assumed to have the MV / ME of the full-load equivalent.  To clarify, this does not apply to 
ammunition commercially designed and manufactured to be low-powered and visually 
distinguishable by size or shape from a full-charge round. 

 



Indiscriminate Firing 

The rule in Range Safety Regulations regarding indiscriminate firing has been amended to recognise 
the reality that rapid fire is a legitimate part of many competitions.  It now reads: 

Indiscriminate firing is forbidden. Regardless of the time constraints of any particular 
practice, firers must prioritise the requirement to hit the target over the need to meet 
any time limit. 

 
 
Disciplinary Procedures and Penalties 
 
Changes to these rules are necessarily complex.  Amendments to the Procedures include the 
extension of the Secretary General’s administrative powers, a requirement on the Sec-Gen to obtain 
approval of the Chairman of the Disciplinary Committee before using those administrative powers, 
provision for the Disciplinary Committee to consider matters by electronic discussion and provision 
to appoint a Secretary to the Disciplinary Body with duties in the administration of any hearing.  The 
full revised text is in Section 11 of the Handbook, starting at page 18.  The Penalties have been 
amended to clarify the circumstances in which an offenders name should be published, to introduce, 
at para 543, liability for Clubs and Associations and their officers for offences committed by the Club 
/ Association as a body, to refine the applicability of para 544 (the expulsion offences), and to 
introduce, at para 545, specific (limited) penalties for beaches of safety rules.  The full revised text is 
in Section 76 of the Handbook, starting at page 105.  
 

We appreciate that these changes will require an element of rebriefing and re-education.  We hope 
you will agree that the enhanced safety, clarity or convenience makes the changes worth that small 
effort. 

Thank you for reading this far! 

Yours 

Iain Robertson 
Editor, NRA Handbook        22 April 2013 
 
iain.robertson@nra.org.uk 


